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Flohr’s Evangelical Lutheran Church PO Box 32  McKnightstown, PA   17343-0032 

Phone 717-334-3992  Email: flohrschurch@embarqmail.com 

GRACE NOTES     

June 2020 

“This Time of the Year”  

 We have entered into the Season after Pentecost, also called Ordinary time, which takes up more 

than half of our liturgical year. Ordinary time is referred to as Tempus per annum, a Latin term that 

means “time through the year.” 

 

 Life as we know it right now does not seem like “ordinary times.” I could provide a long list of 

what’s not normal however, one aspect of our lives hasn’t changed.... the most important part of our 

lives.... Jesus’ love for each one of us!! Jesus who is always with us, providing us with hope.  

 

 The color green is used throughout Ordinary time to represent life and growth. It’s a time when we 

focus on Jesus’ ministry and teachings and how we live them in our daily lives. All we have to do is look 

outside and we see new life and growth everywhere!! So when we are driving in our cars, taking a walk, 

mowing the grass or looking out the window, let’s give thanks to Jesus for the beauty of new life and 

growth he has given us. 

 

 When we focus on the good news of Jesus, we can, we will get through “this time of the year.” 

 

Let us Pray:  

God, we give thanks for the wonderful gift of life in the this world. We ask that our eyes, ears and hearts 

be open to not only seeing you but also sharing those moments with others. Be present with us in these 

times. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen 

 

God’s Peace  
Pastor Dennis 
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Fear Not 
 There will always be a reason for someone to be afraid of something. It could be financial market 
volatility, political unrest, health scares, or social complexities. Sometimes all of those combined at once. 
These circumstances and realities come and go, and they affect us in different ways based on age, stage 
of life, or perspectives.  
It is a very human thing to search for safety and security in the things that we believe we can control.  

If we work hard, we can get the promotion.  
If we save enough, we can weather any financial storm.  
If we invest enough, we can eventually retire.  

It would be great if our desires and intent always created the anticipated reality. But what about when it 

doesn’t?  

What happens when we work hard but get passed over for the promotion?  
What happens when an unfortunate and unforeseen circumstance drains our resources?  

What happens when our investments aren’t able to provide the lifestyle in retirement we desired?  

The truth is the longer you live, the less black and white life becomes. It’s nowhere near as simple as a 10-

step plan to anything. But there is one discipline that just about everyone agrees on—in and out of faith cir-
cles—and that is generosity matters.  

Why Generosity?    
Generosity keeps us from placing ourselves at the center of our universe.   
Generosity invites us to shift our security from what we can keep to what we can give.  
Generosity compels those who have a little and those who have a lot to share.  
Generosity teaches us that what we have is a gift and is to be freely, openly, and liberally shared with 

others.  

Generosity in Times of Uncertainty and Fear. 
Humanity has an unhealthy obsession with control, power, and money. While the pursuit of these things 

isn’t inherently evil, they can quickly replace our focus, purpose, and intent from God’s Kingdom to the 

things of this world. The great paradox is that when we need to be the most generous is also the time when 
most are least likely to, in fact, be generous.   
Generosity is a spiritual discipline, and spiritual disciplines are commitments made to implement and prac-
tice behaviors that align our actions with our faith commitments. If we are truly made in the image of God, 

then generosity is God’s watermark.   

So, in times of uncertainty and fear:  
Generosity teaches us that our security comes from God.  
Generosity connects us with the needs of others and our capacity to resolve those needs.  
Generosity squelches the knee jerk reaction to hold back and hold on.  
Generosity challenges us to place our security in eternal things.  

Everyone Can be Generous. 
It can be as simple as a smile, a phone call, or a note of thanks.   
It can be sharing what we have to eat, to wear, or a place to stay.   
It can be shifting our time to be available to invest in others.  
It can be releasing financial resources to accelerate ministry impact.  

 During times of uncertainty, we need to be generous more than ever.   

It’s when we must recognize we need to be shaped much more than we need to give. Yet it is in the act 

of being generous that we will be shaped and changed forever.  

It’s when we must let go of any sense that our security is something we can manufacture. Instead, secu-

rity must come from grounding ourselves in faith.  

It’s when we must decide that action will override our initial sense to hoard. That’s when our thinking and 

our living is changed forever. —Article by Joe Park, Horizons Stewardship 
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Flohr’s Evangelical Lutheran Church   PO Box 32  McKnightstown, Pennsylvania  17343-0032 

Parish Telephone: 334-3992  Parish email: flohrschurch@embarqmail.com   

Website:  www.flohrslutheran.org  Pastor’s cell phone: 304-886-3200 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday  9am until Noon 
 

The Church Staff: 

Rev. Dennis Probst, Pastor  Malea Nye - Parish Secretary 

Marie Quesinberry-Choir Director   Deborah Clem - Organist  Jordan Lyon, Sexton 
 

The Congregation Council: 

 Marie Quesinberry– President  Christine Bream- Vice President  Steve Redding - Secretary    

Sam Wehr, Janice Miller, Kristin Blake & Jay Rohrbach       
 

 Bob Dwyer, Property Committee        Janice Miller, Service & Witness 

 Vickie Deardorff, Fellowship Committee  Steve Redding -Support Committee    

                        , Learning Committee  Marie Quesinberry, Worship Comm.     

 Jackie Sonnett– Treasurer    Bruce Strasbaugh-Financial Secretary 

  

Mission Fund Accounts:                                                                                      *Designated funds 

 

 

Remember in the words of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.”   
Acts 20: 35b 

   

      

FINANCIAL NEWS….. 
MTD & YTD Income/Expenses as of April 2020:     

     April 2020    YTD 2020   
Income  $ 14,286.42  $49,947.06 
   

Expenses  $ 10,850.29  $49,277.80  
  
Excess (Shortfall) +$  3,436.13             +$   669.26  
 

On 4/21/20, Flohr's received $22,300 in loan proceeds from the SBA Paycheck Protection Program 
to aid in payroll costs and utilities incurred over an 8-week period beginning 4/21/20. We anticipate 
that a large portion of this loan will be forgiven. Payments are deferred for 6 months. Interest rate is 
1%. If you have any questions, please email Jackie Sonnett at jsonnett@yahoo.com  

  Beginning  
Balance 

Contributions Withdrawals Ending Balance 

Memorial $ 4,491.51 $   100.00   $ 4,591.51 

Mission Fund Interest $      20.87 $    22.33  $      43.20 

Improvement* $ 1,499.80  $    60.00   $ 1,559.80 

Chairlift Repairs* $ 1,300.00   $  $ 1,300.00 

Youth* $ 1,418.97 $    10.00  $1,428.97 

Helping Hands* $    232.67     $    232.67 

Music* $ 4,074.64 $     $  $ 4,074.64 

Prayer/Mem. Garden* $ 2,350.09     $ 2,350.09 

Total $15,388.55 $   192.33 $ $15,580.88 

     

mailto:flohrschurch@embarqmail.com
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Worship Assistant: 
     
None scheduled during summer 
     

Lectors:  
        

  7 Jackie Sonnett 
14     Cheryl Black 

 21 Larry Slicker, Sr. 
 28 Dawn Six 
         

Greeters:  
                            

  

Deacon: 
  

             7     Christine Bream 
                

Ushers: 
 

    * Bruce Strasbaugh, Todd Boden,  
Larry Slicker, Jr. & Darrell Woerner 
  * denotes Head Usher 
 

Altar Guild: 
 

           Janice Miller 
 

Finance Stewards: 
 

Steve Redding &  Marie Bollinger 

 Acolytes: 
          
   7     Maylin Boden 
 14    Chase Bollinger  
 21 Eric Rohrbach 
 28 Marlee Dwyer 
 

Flower Sponsors: 
 

   7     Mark & Margaret Deist 
 14  Marilyn Ketterman 
 21  Deb Diehl 
 28 Richard Kane  
 

Bulletin Sponsors: 
 

   7    Mark & Margaret Deist 
 14 Marilyn Ketterman 
 21 Deb Diehl  
 28 Richard Kane 

  

Sanctuary Lamp Candle: 
 

         Mark & Margaret Deist 
 

Social Helpers: 
 

None due to COVID 19   
 
 
 
 
  
                         

                                              ************ 

Our volunteers are special!  Many, many thanks 
to all who serve the congregation each week.  
Thank you for adding to the meaningful spirit 
of our weekly worship of God. 
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JUNE 2020 BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  —  ENJOY YOUR SPECIAL DAY ! 
 

 1  Matthew Kerr               10 Midge Slicker    22    Brenda Redding 
 

 3 Mallory Bucher  11      Ashlee Saunders    25    Lisa Black 
 

 9 Jill Bucher   18     Todd Ketterman       26    Glenn Musselman 
 

                 18     Leann Deardorff  29    Kelly Haifley 
 

  

                      

Congratulations On Your Anniversary   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We ask for your assistance: Please notify the church office of any incorrect or missing lists of birthdays and 

anniversaries.  Thank you for helping us to keep our lists current. 

     
                                                                                                      

                                                                         

   5th          Mark & Margaret Deist                49 years  

   7th          Darrell & Helen Woerner            61 years  

    9th          Mark & Gale Bream                     36  years  

    9th          Steve & Brenda Redding            36  years  

 20th          Larry & Midge Slicker, Sr.          56 years  

 20th          James & Marie Quesinberry        22 years   

 26th          Robert & Gina Dwyer                   21 years  
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June 2020 
 


UPCOMING EVENS 

June 9-7pm Congregation council meeting  
 

 
 Pray for those in need of healing and wholeness: 
Mary Dwyer, Glenn Hartzel, Edna Showers, Glenn 
Musselman, George Johnson, & Deb Clem. 
 

 Pray for those families mourning the loss of a 
loved one:  Joe Miller 

 

Remember our shut-ins in your prayers:    

Bernard Topper ,Wanda Redding, Eloise Topper, 
Harold Woerner, Tom & Geraldine Wetzel        

 


REMINDER: Be sure to notify the church office 

or the pastor about the illness or hospitaliza-
tion of congregation members. Without your 
help there may be delays in finding out that 
someone needs pastoral care. 


 

From the cemetery board…Please remove all win-

ter decorations in preparation for the upcoming 
mowing season.  Saddle type monument arrange-
ments are preferred during the mowing season.  
You can help the cemetery board by not placing 
glass containers in the cemetery.  Such containers 
can pose a danger to those who are mowing. 
Monetary donations are always welcome to help 
maintain the cemetery.  Please consider making 
donations or remembering  the cemetery in your 
will. 


 

Summer Music Program 
It is again time to recruit talent for Flohr’s summer  
music program.  If you would like to share your musical 
ability, please contact Marie Quesinberry at 642-9233. 


 
 

 

Class of 2020 
Although we’re unable to cele-

brate our graduates with a social 

this year we certainly want to rec-

ognize and congratulate them on 

their graduation! 

Taylor Jo Mummert:  Graduated May 17 from 

Wilson College with a Bachelor of Science-

Animal Studies.  Taylor plans to work in the area 

of veterinarian medicine and animal behavior. 

She is the daughter of Cathy & Todd Mummert 

and granddaughter of Darlene & Gene Har-

baugh. 

Ava Sonnett:  Graduates May 29 from Gettys-

burg Area High School.  Ava graduated early in 

January and is currently on a 9-month internship 

at Rodale Institute learning about organic farm-

ing.  Organic farming will be a focus in her plans 

for the future.  She is the daughter of Jackie & 

John Sonnett. 

Anthony Lobaugh: Graduates June 3 from 

Biglerville Highschool.  He plans to continue to 

work at the Gettysburg College dining hall.  He 

is the grandson of Janice Miller. 

Natalie Rohler:  Graduates May 29 from Guid-

ing Steps Academy with general diploma.  She 

plans to continue to work at Chick-f-lay.  She is 

the granddaughter of Janice Miller.





 
 
 

********** 
 

****Office hours limited due to COVID 19,once 
hours can resume for the summer they will fol-
low Synod summer hours and be closed on Fri-
days through Labor Day.  Flohr’s church sum-
mer office hours will be M-Thurs. 9am-12:45pm. 
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May 21, 2020     
Ascension of Our Lord 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
Grace and peace to you! 
 
As I have since the COVID-19 health emergency began, I share the gratitude of our whole synod for the 
creativity and diligence that you have shown in serving God’s people. Thank you! Our office has been 
working to keep you updated during this crisis. Today I bring no new information, however I want to clarify 
some of my previous recommendations and provide insight in light of numerous questions that have aris-
en. 
 
When will things be better or back to normal? 
Authorities tell us that something approaching “normal” will occur when 70 percent of the population is im-
mune from COVID-19. For that to happen, a vaccine needs to have been developed and given to 230 mil-
lion people, or that 70 percent of Americans will have had the disease and recovered. However, looking at 
the latter scenario, if 230 million people contract the virus, then millions of people will die. Nobody wants 
that. 
 
So, how long will that take? Probably well into 2021 at the earliest. Am I certain? No. Even the best minds 
in medical immunology cannot predict with certainty. What we can say is that the virus is not contained 
now, and it is unlikely that it will be contained in the foreseeable future. Until then, we are living in a differ-
ent reality than we have ever known. 
 
When are you going to allow us to go back to our churches? 
The leadership of each congregation must decide when to open and how. The ELCA constitutions invest 
congregation councils and local pastors, not synodical bishops, with the authority to make those kinds of 
local decisions. However, I am grateful that my recommendations are being carefully considered. 
 
As I have expressed previously, congregations need to proceed slowly and carefully in making plans to 
reopen. To do this properly, every congregation should form a COVID-19 Task Force consisting of level-
headed leaders who can stay current on the latest information from medical and governmental authorities 
and present the congregation council with prudent and wise recommendations. Ideally, the task force 
would include people with expertise in health and law. 
 
Previous communications from our synod have suggested resources that raise pertinent issues and ques-
tions to discuss. Those resources are archived on our website’s Coronavirus Resource Page.  To reinforce 
several points, it is crucial that you speak with your liability insurance carrier. There are reports that insur-
ance companies have canceled or are ready to cancel insurance policies of congregations that cannot or 
will not comply with guidelines issued by the federal Centers for Disease Control. The CDC has detailed a 
regimen for cleaning and disinfecting that specifies approved disinfectants and procedures. (In other 
words, it’s more than a volunteer with a damp rag.) 
 
Can we worship while we are in the state’s “Yellow Phase”? 
You can, but I recommend that you do not because it raises too many complications and risks. Worship 
would have to be limited to 25 people, all of whom would need to wear masks and stay six feet apart. 
Moreover, the congregation would have to refrain from singing. Complications include how to limit worship 
to 25 participants, how to ensure that they stay apart from one another, how to disinfect the church be-
tween services according to CDC standards (which requires both supplies and trained personnel), and 
how to handle the parishioners who are noncompliant with mask or social distancing. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P_MYx0WSi_Rx8uU1COxBREoexclVhS-gPODlOTTYTkPhDMnnZ4bQp8k2daSo7cdJmW1kP9UpGRaj2sWHFlcd7k-S6vN27NTuKbG4ikc-vWiiVmYqRrl-L-25QuKqcP4b5Xy_2xVW301HD6OQshUWmibx35B5FshP&c=KY8ABaiIGejJuSifx96MQ30s71GRvzxxMohPg_cIffa_azQ6VBiLAw==&ch=p8iaV
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 Yes, keeping churches closed does seem very unfair and onerous, however the safety of God’s people 
must be our top priority. Our church membership tends to be older than the population at large, which 
means that we have a disproportionate number who are especially at risk of death from COVID-19. Many 
of our ministers and lay leaders are also in the high-risk pool. 
 
Health experts tell us that the most dangerous situation is when a number of people are gathered in a 
room for a prolonged period of time, breathing the same air. This is precisely the scenario present during 
congregational worship. By contrast, passing someone on the street or a grocery store carries much less 
risk. 
 
I am sorry that this is the case. I share your grief and that of your parishioners. 
 
Didn’t you say we could be back in our congregations by the end of May? 
Yes, I did say that. I was wrong. My projections were (and will always be) based on the best advice we 
have at any given time. Government and medical experts have been constantly updating their recommen-
dations as they themselves learn new information about COVID-19. You can expect my advice to change 
as well. 
 
What will never change is my and our church’s commitment to minimize the risk to God’s people, and es-
pecially the most vulnerable. Our older members usually rank among the most ardent supporters of our 
congregations. Because they will likely be among the first ones back when we reopen our churches, it’s 
crucial that we take pains not to resume worship until it is safer to do so. Opening prematurely would ex-
pose them to unnecessary risk of infection and death. 
 
Have any churches been seriously affected by COVID-19? 
Yes. The Washington Post reported on churches that opened for worship with devastating consequences, 
only to close again. One church in Arkansas, whose pastor was asymptomatic, opened its doors for wor-
ship and saw 35 of its 92 attendees infected with the disease, and three deaths. Members, in turn, helped 
spread the disease to the community, infecting 26 others and claiming one. Church worship presents a 
perfect environment for spreading COVID-19. This disease is not to be trifled with. 
  
Are we ever going to have communion again? 
Yes, of course. The question is when. Communion is a topic of deep conversation throughout our church 
by bishops, pastors, theologians and laity. I myself am in dialogue with seminary professors and bishops. 
 
Our Lutheran understanding of Holy Communion holds that Eucharist is a meal shared in the assembled 
body of Christ. Because of the virus, we cannot share the meal without endangering the lives of one anoth-
er. We hope and pray that the discussions underway across our church may lead us to discern a way for 
Holy Communion that neither sacrifices our traditional understanding nor settles for an “easy fix” that would 
only be abandoned later. 
 
I pray that everyone will join me in asking God for patience and grace and allowing the Holy Spirit to teach 
us lessons that are learned only in the longing and suffering created by abstinence and fasting. 
 
OK, so what can we do? 
The first thing is to continue the very thing you and your congregations are already doing – serve God’s 
people as best you can, using telephone and digital technology to connect and serve. 
 
Be sure to establish your COVID-19 Task Force and plan carefully for when we enter the “Green Phase” 
– probably some months from now. Even when we are in the “green,” it will not be like turning the clocks 
back to 2019. We will need to continue diligence in personal protection practices. Because of lingering 
health risks, many of our vulnerable congregants and leaders will need to stay away from church even 
when we are in the Green Phase. For them, and for future planning, it would be wise to continue online 
church even as people gather. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P_MYx0WSi_Rx8uU1COxBREoexclVhS-gPODlOTTYTkPhDMnnZ4bQp8k2daSo7cdJo8ZO25fh9WHsFwETGvEAqdSzwPS8k9QN7j8z2GoogdLup353TGeweirRclKgBYJlr8EqaXgEbUc_uWMaBo0pPNMWC1GiCXH7Dvt5fWtQUXcCXOB2BAuD75cNopL9Ch9SOpKkpGKaX6Mo29lDCzaN4JwTqrFLyDnlRTxz
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P_MYx0WSi_Rx8uU1COxBREoexclVhS-gPODlOTTYTkPhDMnnZ4bQp8k2daSo7cdJo8ZO25fh9WHsFwETGvEAqdSzwPS8k9QN7j8z2GoogdLup353TGeweirRclKgBYJlr8EqaXgEbUc_uWMaBo0pPNMWC1GiCXH7Dvt5fWtQUXcCXOB2BAuD75cNopL9Ch9SOpKkpGKaX6Mo29lDCzaN4JwTqrFLyDnlRTxz
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In fact, congregations would be wise to plan for a “new normal” of offering both online and in-person 
worship and activities. In this emergency, many parishioners have found digital offerings to be both enrich-
ing and convenient, enabling wider participation in church life. Wise congregations will prepare to offer both 
in-person and digital activities. 
 
Please spend time in prayer and in Scripture. Pray on what a renewed and resurrected church would 
look like. 
 
Like you, I want this whole crisis to go away. I want things to go back to normal, and I want it today. But 
that’s not how reality unfolds. We need to give ourselves and our churches time to grieve and process. 
 
On this day, when we remember the Ascension of Our Lord, we are reminded of Jesus’ parting words to 
the disciples: 
 
So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom 
to Israel?’ He [Jesus] replied, ‘The Father alone has the authority to set those dates and times, and they 
are not for you to know. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be 
my witnesses, telling people about me everywhere – in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria and to 
the ends of the earth.’ 

–Acts 1:6-8 
 
We have work to do. We face challenges. But we are not alone. God is with us. 
 

God’s blessings,   

 

 

 

†James S. Dunlop, bishop 
Lower Susquehanna Synod, ELCA  
www.lss-elca.org 
717-652-1852  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

900 S. Arlington Ave. Suite 220B 
 Harrisburg, PA 17109  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001P_MYx0WSi_Rx8uU1COxBREoexclVhS-gPODlOTTYTkPhDMnnZ4bQp-vplRjWJMZADSZaKhaluhOUQyf0YvsJoID8i7wVkPtSDyhsDSEr2IqHqx8K0igjW8XGOKzPz4KfBpRa2rhMt_U=&c=KY8ABaiIGejJuSifx96MQ30s71GRvzxxMohPg_cIffa_azQ6VBiLAw==&ch=p8iaVoRPCUjoK6JMBJtsZnS5S
https://www.google.com/maps/search/900+S.+Arlington+Ave.+Suite+220B+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Harrisburg,+PA+17109?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/900+S.+Arlington+Ave.+Suite+220B+%0D%0A+%0D%0A+Harrisburg,+PA+17109?entry=gmail&source=g
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2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Sunday 

schedule 
9am Worship  

1 
 
 
Justin, martyr 
at Rome, c 165 

2 3 
 
 
John xx111 
Bishop of Rome 
1966 

4 
 

5 

 

6 

 
 
 

7 
Trinity Sunday 
Communion 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
7pm Congre-
gation council 
meeting 

10 

 

11 

 
 
 
 
St. Barnabas, 
Apostle 
 

12 
Office 

closed 

Summer 

hours begin 

 

13 

14 
Pentecost  2 
 

Flag Day 

15 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 

 

18 
 
 

19 
Office 

closed 

20 
 

 
 
 

21 
Pentecost 3 
 

22 
 

 
 

 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 
 

 

26 
Office 

closed 

 

27 
 
 

28 
Pentecost 4 
 

29 
 

30 
 

**** Office hours 

limited due 

to COVID 19 

once hours 

can resume  

hours for the 

summer will 

be M-Thurs. 

9am-

12:45pm 

thru Labor 

Day 

**** 
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Our Mission… 
 

Flohr’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is a growing family, nourished by faith, redeemed and united through Jesus Christ.  
We are called by the Holy Spirit to be a witness to the life giving power of God’s love for one another, our community 

and the world. 


