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Ponderings of The Pastor
By Pastor Gene Tucker

A recurring column, dealing with various and sundry topics
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CLAY FEET: MANY HEROES IN THE BIBLE HAD THEM

During this month of March, we will continue our walk through the season of Lent.

And, since we find ourselves in this season of self-reflection/amendment of life/spiritual “spring cleaning”,
perhaps we are bound to discover some areas of our life that are less-than-pleasing, both to ourselves, and also
to God.

The blunt truth of human existence is that each and every one of us falls short of God’s high standards in some
way or another. In some cases, the failures are spectacular. In other cases, they are hardly noticeable (except to
God).

However we choose to look at it, we have to admit that we human beings know how to make mistakes. We know
how to do “bad stuff” (and, we don’t need any training in order to be good at doing “bad stuff”!).
What we’ve just said about the human condition, and our own condition, was also true of many of the heroes we
read about in the Bible. In many cases, these exemplary people who interacted with God, and who (eventually)
did God’s bidding and God’s will, had “clay feet”. Their mistakes and their failures are on full view in the pages of
Holy Scripture.

But their failures and their mistakes can serve two purposes for us: 1. They can serve as warnings to us (as in “Don’t
do this, don’t be like ____ in the Bible”); and 2. They can encourage us, because in each of the cases we’re going
to look at shortly, God was able to clear away or to correct the missteps and the mistakes of these people so that
God could make use of them for His purposes.

We will begin with two persons that we read about in the Old Testament.

Moses fit into God’s plan to liberate His people from slavery in Egypt. But Moses had a blemish on his record: He
had killed an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave (Exodus 2:11 – 15). Moses fled from Pharoah’s wrath in the
wake of this event. But then, God called him to confront Pharoah and to demand that God’s people be allowed to
leave Egypt. In response, Moses complains to God, saying that he doesn’t speak well (Exodus 4:10). But God has
an answer for this comment, saying that He would supply Moses’ brother, Aaron, to be the spokesman for God’s
purposes. In Moses’ case, God was able to rehabilitate him to make him trained for the task that was ahead.
Furthermore, God dealt with Moses’ limitations, providing Aaron to be the spokesman for God’s purposes.

David was king over Israel, and the Scripture describes him as being a man whose “heart sought after God” (I
Samuel 13:14). But one day, David saw Bathsheba bathing from the rooftop of his house. (See II Samuel 11:1 –
12:25.) He decided that he wanted to take her for his wife. But Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, who was in the
king’s army. David plotted to have Uriah killed in battle. Afterward, he took Bathsheba as his wife. She bore a son,
who died. And then, she bore another son, Solomon. (You know the rest of the story.) From David’s life, we can
discern that even those whose hearts long after God can lose their way. But God forgave David’s sin, and out of
that sin, God provided the gift of Solomon, good things coming out of bad things.

Now, let’s look at two of the Old Testament’s most well-known prophets: Isaiah and Jeremiah. Each one of them
seem to sense their own inadequacies and shortcomings at the point when God called them into His service.
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Isaiah, when he has the vision of God in the Temple in Jerusalem, exclaims “Woe is me, for I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips” (Isaiah 6:5a). But God addresses that comment, as one
of the Seraphim who were part of the vision comes and cleanses Isaiah’s lips with hot coals from off of the altar
(recall that heat was often used to cleanse in ancient times).

Jeremiah lived in difficult times, as the Southern Kingdom of Judah was overrun by the Babylonians (apparently
Jeremiah survived this event). But when God called him into His service, Jeremiah says that he “does not know
how to speak, for he is only a youth”. But God responds, saying “Do not say ‘I am only a youth’, for to all to whom I
send you, you shall go, and whatever I command you, you shall speak” (Jeremiah 1:6 – 7). Then God adds this:
“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth” (Jeremiah 1:9b). Jeremiah’s experience mirrors that of Isaiah’s, for in
each case, God calls these prophets into God’s service, and then God provides the means by which they will
serve effectively.

Now, let’s look at two major heroes in the New Testament: Peter and Paul.

Peter is acknowledged as the leader of the early Church after the Lord’s resurrection on Easter Sunday. But
Peter’s leadership didn’t get going until God did some major repairing of Peter’s character. For one thing, the
image we have of Peter prior to the Lord’s suffering, death and resurrection is of an impetuous man, one whose
mouth was often in gear long before his brain was engaged. Peter’s denial of the Lord after He was betrayed
(three denials, done around a charcoal fire) is well known. Scripture tells us that, after his third denial, the rooster
crowed and Peter went out and wept “bitterly”. But, God had a further use for Peter, and Peter’s brashness would
come in handy as the early Church began to proclaim the Good News (Gospel) of the mighty things that God
had done in the person of Jesus Christ, And so, on the shore of the Sea of Galilee after the Lord had risen from
the dead, Peter is asked, three times (around a charcoal fire) if he loved the Lord (John 21:9 – 19). Peter’s “yes”
meant that his rehabilitation was complete, and he went on to serve the Lord faithfully and well.

Paul is another of God’s servants with a checkered past and “clay feet”. Paul (then known as Saul) had been
persecuting the Church, sending men and women to prison for their faith (Acts 9:1 – 2). But I suspect that the Lord
looked down on Paul as he made his way to Damascus to arrest more Christians, and perhaps the Lord thought to
himself, “That guy has a wonderful ‘talent package’, and one I could use.” (My guess.) So the Lord shone a bright
light on Paul as he made his way, and the Lord said, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Paul responds,
saying, “Who are you, Lord?” Jesus replies, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting” (Acts 9:3 – 5). The rest of Paul’s
story unfolds, as he takes the Good News of God into the then-known world. In so doing, Paul puts theological
perspectives on the great things God had done in sending Jesus Christ. That legacy lives on today.
God can make use of some pretty meager human resources. If he could do that with those we’ve considered in
this column, then, chances are, He can make good and effective use of our gifts, as well.
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Financial News



March 2026 Lay 
Assistants
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Worship Assistant:
      

Lectors:

 

Deacon:

 

Ushers:
 
                             *denotes Head Usher 

Altar Guild:

 
                             Financial Stewards:

                             

Flower Sponsors:

 

 

Bulletin  Sponsors:

Sacraments for Communion Sponsor:

                             

*Darrell and Helen Woerner

Cheryl Black and Janice Miller

John Banaszek and Janice Miller

Eric & Carrie McDannell
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29

 

Emma Rohrbach
Gina Dwyer
Janice Miller
Bill Bucher
Liam Dwyer

Todd Boden
Larry Slicker Sr
Gina Dwyer
Kelly Haifley
Janice Miller

Eric McDannell
Bill Bucher
John Banaszek
Liam Dwyer
Bob Dwyer

Volunteer Needed
The Steimling Family
Marie Bollinger
The Dwyers
Volunteer Needed
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The Steimling Family
Marie Bollinger
The Dwyers
Volunteer Needed



March Birthdays  
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1 - Brent Strasbaughst

2 - Debra Diehlnd

2 - Denise Dossnd

7 - Larry Slicker Jrth

7  - Sydney Topperth

8 - Glenn Trostle Jrth

We ask for your assistance: Please notify the church office of any incorrect or missing lists of
birthdays and anniversaries. Thank you for helping to keep our lists current

8 - Gale Breamth

10 - Laura Mileskyth

14 - Brady Bollingerth

17 - Suzy Nicholsth

20 - Steve Reddingth

25 - Grayson Poormanth

26 - Pastor Gene Tuckerth

28  Kayla Slickerth

28  Amanda Reedth

29 - Marlin Deardorff Srth

Thank you to everyone who donated items and helped pack hygiene bags for Roots for Boots,

Veteran Organization! Because of your generosity, we were able to provide 55 hygiene bags to

be distributed at their monthly pantry event at Hampton Fire Company. Your kindness is making

a real difference in our community!
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Invitation Postcards
available!

A Personal Invitation
goes a LONG way!
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Share with Friends!
All Welcome!
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Local 
Events


