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Flohr’s Evangelical Lutheran Church PO Box 32 McKnightstown, PA 17343
Parish Telephone: 717-334-3992 

Parish email: flohrschurch@gmail.com.com
Website: www.flohrslutheran.org 

The Church Staff:
Pastor Gene Tucker- Interim Pastor

 Carrie McDannell  - Administrative and Outreach Coordinator
Marie Quesinberry-Choir Director            Stella Jarvis, Sexton

The Congregation Council:
           John Banaszek- President         Wayne Haifley –Vice President            

  Bob Dwyer- Secretary
Bill Bucher, Liam Dwyer, & Eric McDannell

Bob Dwyer, Property Committee    
Marie Quesinberry- Worship Committee   

Janice Miller- Treasurer
Bruce Strausbaugh- Financial Secretary

Vacant Chairs: Learning Committee, Fellowship Committee, Support Committee,Service & Witness
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Ponderings of The Pastor
By Pastor Gene Tucker

A recurring column, dealing with various and sundry topics
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WELCOMING A “HAPPY LENT”

Early on Ash Wednesday, some one of the two of the Tuckers will look at the other one as that early morning cup
of coffee is being savored, and say to the other, “Happy Lent, dear”.

To the one receiving this greeting, and who is trying desperately to “blend into the day” (as an old Army buddy
of mine used to say), this greeting usually generates a good smile, which is followed by some discussion about
the nature of the Lenten season that lies ahead.

Isn’t the idea of Lent being “happy” an oxymoron? Isn’t Lent the time when we’re supposed to put away all that
stuff we enjoy (but know isn’t really good for us)? Isn’t Lent the time when we practice wearing our somber
faces?

Well, the answer is that, in times past, Lent was the season when we gave up those things that we really knew,
down in our heart-of-hearts, weren’t all that good for us. And yes, Lent was the time, back then, when we put
our smiles away and were supposed to mourn over our shortcomings and failings.

Back in the day, Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent was preceded by a pre-Lenten celebration. Known
in various places as Shrove Tuesday (“Shrove” comes from the Old English word meaning “to forgive”), or Mardi
Gras (which means “Fat Tuesday”, coming from the French), it was the day when feasting and enjoyment
(gastronomic, usually) preceded the day of self-denial (Ash Wednesday) and the giving up of things like
fattening foods and the like.

Speaking liturgically, the structure of the Lenten season is a bit unusual. Lent is forty days long, and is patterned
on our Lord’s temptation, which – we are told in Holy Scripture – lasted forty days and forty nights. But the
Lenten season is punctuated by the Sundays in Lent. The idea is that each and every Sunday in the year is a
celebration of our Lord’s resurrection. So, for example, it is proper to say “The First Sunday in Lent”, not “The
First Sunday of Lent”. The Lenten season is forty days long, minus the Sundays in the season. The result is that
the Sundays in the Lenten season are celebrations, but they are somewhat muted celebrations (compared to
other liturgical seasons), being affected by the tenor of the Lenten season which surrounds them, both before
and after. So, then, we set away our “Alleluias” until Easter, as one example of the changes in our worship
during Lent. Another liturgical custom is the removal of the Christ Candle at the front of the church. In some
places crosses are veiled with cloth.

The liturgical color for Lent is also instructive for our calling and work in the Lenten season. The color violet
(usually called “purple”) was, in biblical times, associated with royal persons or with persons of high rank or
wealth. In addition, purple cloth was expensive to make, and also very difficult to make, for it entailed the
harvesting of many, many small snails that live in the ocean. Divers would harvest these snails in order to obtain
enough to dye the cloth.
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Continued
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The violet color could serve to remind us of two aspects of our focus in the Lenten season, for we are making our
way toward Palm Sunday, toward the events of Holy Week, and toward our Lord’s resurrection on Easter Sunday
morning. So then, we are honoring that One whom God has appointed to be King of kings and Lord of lords, who
rose victorious over death and sin on Easter morning. The difficulty associated with the making of violet-colored
cloth can remind us of the difficulty that often comes when we seek to make amends for our shortcomings and
the ways in which we fail to commend the faith that is within us.

So then, what form might our Lenten observance take these days?

Some traditional patterns from times gone by still apply: Some people, lamenting their sins and offenses, will
undertake a focused time of self-examination, confession and renewal. Not a bad idea for our Lenten journey, if
one’s faith has lost some of its warmth. For many of us, Lent isn’t so much the giving up of things, as it is a time to
do some spiritual “house cleaning”, to examine those things we find time and energy to do day in and day out, to
see if adjustments are in order, so that God might be honored more worthily. Lent can be a time of renewal, of
re-acquainting ourselves with God, a time of taking up a spiritual discipline in order that God might take first
place in our lives.

If you’d like some ideas for the observance of a Holy Lent, please feel free to ask.

Happy Lent, everyone!
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February 2026 Lay 
Assistants
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Worship Assistant:
      

Lectors:

 

Deacon:

 

Ushers:
 
                             *denotes Head Usher 

Altar Guild:

 
                             Financial Stewards:

                             

Flower Sponsors:

 

 

Bulletin  Sponsors:

Sacraments for Communion Sponsor:

                             

*Todd Boden & Jay Rohrbach

Darrell & Helen Woerner

Todd Boden and Larry Slicker

Angie Keefer

1
8
15
18 (Ash Wed)
22

 

Gina Dwyer
Janice Miller
Liam Dwyer
Bill Bucher
Tim Rehfield

1
8
15
18 (Ash Wed)
22

 1
8
15
18 (Ash Wed)
22

 

1
8
15
22

 1
8
15
22

 

Cheryl Black
Gina Dwyer
Janice Miller
*Volunteer Needed
Dawn Six

Bob Dwyer
Liam Dwyer
Wayne Haifley
John Banaszek
Eric McDannell

Marie Bollinger
Darrell & Helen Woerner
Jay  & Aimee Rohrbach
Marie Quesinberry

Marie Bollinger
Darrell & Helen Woerner
Jay  & Aimee Rohrbach
Eric & Carrie McDannell



February  Birthdays  
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1  Gunnar Mileskyst

4  Angela Keeferth

4  Marlee Dwyerth

7  Wayne Haifleyth

We ask for your assistance: Please notify the church office of any incorrect or missing lists of
birthdays and anniversaries. Thank you for helping to keep our lists current

9  Darlene Harbaughth

9  Douglas Woernerth

11  Kerry Woernerth

14  Travis Blackth

15  Diane Steimlingth

16  Chase Bollingerth

19  Bill Bucherth

19  Bruce Strausbaughth

21  Joan Reevest

25  Eva Trostleth

27  Madelynn Sonnettth



Bits & Pieces

9



10



11



12



13


