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Flohr’s Evangelical Lutheran Church PO Box 32 McKnightstown, PA 17343
Parish Telephone: 717-334-3992 

Parish email: flohrschurch@gmail.com.com
Website: www.flohrslutheran.org 

The Church Staff:
Pastor Gene Tucker- Interim Pastor

 Carrie McDannell  - Administrative and Outreach Coordinator
Marie Quesinberry-Choir Director            Stella Jarvis, Sexton

The Congregation Council:
Wayne Haifley –President            John Banaszek-Vice President             

  Bob Dwyer- Secretary
Bill Bucher, Jay Rohrbach, Todd Boden & Kelly Haifley 

Bob Dwyer, Property Committee    
Marie Quesinberry- Worship Committee   

Janice Miller- Treasurer
Bruce Strausbaugh- Financial Secretary

Vacant Chairs: Learning Committee, Fellowship Committee, Support Committee,Service & Witness
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Ponderings of The Pastor
By Pastor Gene Tucker

A recurring column, dealing with various and sundry topics
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EVERYTHING YOU WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE BIBLE (BUT MAYBE DIDN’T THINK TO ASK)

Introduction

Ever think about how much Holy Scripture (the Bible) we read each Sunday in our worship? Three readings, plus
a Psalm, each Sunday. It’s been said that churches that maintain a liturgical tradition (like Lutherans) read
more of the Bible on a Sunday than many churches which have “Bible” in their names. I think that’s true.

The fact that we read and hear a passage from the Old Testament, a Psalm, a New Testament reading, and
also a Gospel reading (the usual pattern, although it changes on occasion) would indicate that we place a
high value on Holy Scripture, its message, its applicability to our lives, and its authority. That, too, I think, is true.

So, let’s explore some aspects about the Bible in this month’s column,

Just a word before we begin: This is a “thumbnail”, on the surface, look at the Bible. There’s much more that
could be said about the subject, and many deeper approaches that could be taken.

Holy Scripture – A Divine Thread and a Human Thread

Christian believers take varying approaches to the Bible.

Some, for example, believe that it was dictated directly to its human authors (and some, I guess, also believe
that it was dictated in Elizabethan English!). Others see it as a collection of the religious experience of ancient
peoples. These two approaches describe two poles of understanding about the Bible.

A more balanced approach, I think, is to see that God is the driving force behind the writing of the texts of the
Bible. Human authors wrote down what God was doing in their lives and in the lives of God’s people, using the
means of expression and terms that were common to the time.

So, this approach might be described as one in which the Bible is composed of two threads: A divine one and
a human one. The two threads are wound around each other (like DNA), but the divine thread predominates
and is the more important. God is the mover behind the Bible.

A Variety of Different Types of Literature

The Bible isn’t made up of just one sort of writing. It contains quite a variety.

For example, there’s history (as in Joshua, or the Books of the Kings). There’s poetry (as in the Psalms). There’s
wisdom (as in the Book of Proverbs). In the New Testament, the Gospel accounts are a record of Jesus’ ministry,
teaching, healing, suffering, death and resurrection. The letters in the New Testament are meant to address
some unique set of challenges that the early Church faced. Finally, there’s apocryphal writing (like the Book of
Revelation), which offers hope to God’s people in troubling times.



Ponderings of The Pastor 
Continued
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Tracing the Beginnings of Things to the Versions We Have Today

Some parts of the Bible began as oral tradition, stories that were passed down from generation to generation,
perhaps a long time before they were written down. That is, most likely, the case with the Book of Genesis. It is
also true of the Gospel accounts. Since we’ve mentioned the Gospels, the question naturally arises: Why did it
take awhile for the Gospel texts to be written down? After all, many biblical scholars today believe that Mark’s
account was the first one written, perhaps about the year 65 AD. Other Gospel texts may have followed
Mark’s, perhaps as much as by twenty years or more (we don’t know for sure). One theory attempts to explain
this by reminding us that the very early Christians believed that the Lord was going to return very soon. As time
went along, and as these early Christians came to change their understanding about the timing of the Lord’s
Second Coming, and as the original group of Jesus’ disciples who’d been sent out as His Apostles began to die,
the Holy Spirit prompted the authors of the Gospels to decide to preserve the accounts of Jesus’ time among
us for future generations to come to know. I think this theory makes good sense.

Other parts come to us as texts that were preserved pretty much at the time they were written. St. Paul’s
letters, most likely, fall into this category. When Paul wrote to a church, it’s likely that somebody saved the text
of what he wrote.

Can we trust the accuracy of the biblical texts? I think we can. One example of the trustworthiness of the
sacred texts would be the accuracy of the text of the prophet Isaiah. The oldest text we have of Isaiah comes
to us from the Qumran community that produced the Dead Sea Scrolls. The version of Isaiah that comes to us
from this source (about 2,000 years ago) is remarkably the same as the version of Isaiah we have. I think this is
the Holy Spirit at work.

Understanding and Interpreting the Bible

Some Christians interpret the biblical texts literally. To do so is to ignore (or miss) the reality that some texts are
different. Take the Psalms, as an example. The Psalms are poetry, which makes use of images that are meant to
describe a deeper reality. To take the texts of the Psalms only at face (literal) value is to invite the possibility
that that deeper meaning escapes our understanding. The same is true of a rhetorical device known as
“hyperbole”, which is exaggerated speech, which is meant to surprise and (perhaps) shock us to see things
differently. (Jesus often made use of “hyperbole”. An example would be His saying, “If your eye offends, you
pluck it out…”)

On the other hand, to dismiss the sacred texts of the Bible as nothing more than the record of an ancient
people’s religious experience (which, those who take this approach sometimes do) is to place our current
human experience above the wisdom of the Bible.

A more mature approach, it seems to me, is to remember that Holy Scripture remains authoritative. It contains
the record of what God wants us to know about Himself, and about His interactions with human beings down
through time. Some parts of the Bible are more applicable than others, depending on what’s going on in
society or among God’s people at any specific time (an example would be when God’s people forget God’s
goodness and begin to think only about God’s righteous and holy nature…the Reformation period and Martin
Lutheran's own struggle to come to grips with his own sinful nature are a good example: Luther’s struggle has
led the Lutheran way of being Christian to offer the Church and the world a balanced view of God’s nature as
being holy, and yet, merciful. What a great gift!)
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October 2025 Lay 
Assistants
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Worship Assistant:
      

Lectors:
5
12
19
26

 
Deacon:
5
12
19
26
 

Ushers:
 
                             *denotes Head Usher 

Altar Guild:

 
                             Financial Stewards:

                             

Flower Sponsors:
5
12
19
26

 Bulletin  Sponsors:
5
12
19
26

Sanctuary Lamp Candle:

                             

Thank you for adding to the 
meaningful spirit of our weekly worship of God. 

Janice Miller
Kelly Haifley
Cheryl Black
Dawn Six

Kelly Haifley
Bob Dwyer
Jay Rohrbach
Wayne Haifley

*Janice Miller & Todd Boden

* Need Volunteer

Dave Nett and Kelly Haifley

Janice Miller

Darlene Cutshall
Angie Keefer
Ruth Jeanne Bream
Marie Bollinger 

5
12
19
26

 

Bill Bucher
** need volunteer**
Tim Rehfield
Emma Rohrbach

Darlene Cutshall
Angie Keefer
Ruth Jeanne Bream
Marie Bollinger



October  Birthdays & Anniversaries
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1  Jay Rohrbachst

2  Larry Kanend

4  Kiley Mileskyth

5  Amanda Woernerth

7  Cy Youngbloodth

9  Gina Dwyerth

We ask for your assistance: Please notify the church office of any incorrect or missing lists of
birthdays and anniversaries. Thank you for helping to keep our lists current

4  Eric and Carrie McDannellth

16  Jackie and John Sonnettth

17  Pastor Gene and Deb Tuckerth

24  Marie and Kevin Bollingerth

10  Kaitlynn Kettermanth

18  Clair Kumpth

18  Tom Breamth

22  James Kanend

22  Marie Bollingernd

23  Erich Wentzrd

24  John Sonnettth

24  Tom Kerrth

31  Janice Millerst

To all of those who helped set up the learning center. The
Homeschool Co-Op Is going great ! Please let community members

know about our spaces available!

Special Thanks to those that helped with decorating and putting up
bulletin boards; Mike Wetzel, Lois Steinhour, Rebecca and Tim

Rehfield, The Dwyers, Sabryna, & The McDannells. 



Bits & Pieces
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HAPPY 240  ANNIVERSARY FLOHRS CHURCHTH

A historic 1958 service started the morning and the day ended with a
picnic, fellowship and games.

Thanks to everyone who made this day possible from our volunteers to
our participants! Special thanks to Helen and Marie !
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